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WT is fome time ago that I promis’d 
to fay fomething about our new 
Prophets, but fo many things of 


the Difcovery: of their Delufions ap- 
_ proaching, Ihave purpofely omitted it; 
___ Thavebeen prompted to jeft with them, 
q and beftow fome Satyr upon them, but 
really the miferable Objeéts rather move 
 Compailion, and the {trong Delufion, 
_ which it feems they are given up to, is 
fo vifible a Token of the Judgments 
. of God upon them, that I cannot think 
they are the Subject of Satyr, but rather 
of moft ferious Pity and Commiferation, 
_ and we ought rather to pray for them, 
that God would reftore their Judgments, 


Thurhay, June 10. 1708. 


and put a Stop'to the fpreading of fitch 
Impoftures in the World, 
A great ones Men of Learning and. 


Moment intervening, and the Time of Judgment have fpoke to their Opinions, 


and largely as well as learnedly enquir’d 
into, andas fome think, anfwer'd their 
Pretences to Infpiration; and I fhall nog 
enter into that Difpute, I fhall mot at- 
tempt to prove, that all Sorts of Infpi- 
ration isceas’d, that the Prophetick Spi- 
rit is entirely with-drawn, or that God 
will no more fpeak by the Mouths of 
Prophets as of Old; thefe things have 
been already ftated by the Reverend Dr. 
Blackall, Mr: Calamy, and others, after 
whom I pretend to more Modefty than 
to mention the Cafe. But. 
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But I cannot pafs the Manner and 
Management of thefe People withuut 
fome Remarks, which I fhall do with 
Decency to the People themfelvés, and 
with [ hope as much Serioufnefs as the 
Cate it felf calls for—That their Inipi- 
rations are immediately from the Spirit, 
is not the Cafe; to fay they are, is very 
afuming ; to fay theyare not, is a for- 
midabie Negative ; and to fay {0 on ei- 
ther hand, and no more, is forming no 
Argument : Bur fhall I offer at a Scru- 
ple about the Manner; the Extafies, 
the Agitations, Diftortions, Convulfi- 
ons, and other Extravagancies in which 
their Prophecies, as they call them, 
are utterd, and which they alledge, 
are the Effects of the Operation or 
Adtings of the Divine Spirit. 

This feems to me, I fay, feems ro me, 
for Timpofe upon no Mans Fudgment, to 
be different and fomething oppofite to 
the conftant Method of the Spirit of 
God in all the Ages of the World, 
when his Spirit did plainly infpire his 


Servants; the Prophets and Apoftles, 


who we allow to be Divinely Infpired, 
their Prophecies were deliver’d with all 
the Steadinefs of Mind, the awful Gra- 
vity of Behaviour, the Energy and Beau- 
ty of Argument, the Force of Lan- 
guage, in Calmnefs and Sedatenefs of 
Temper. Icannot read of any thing 
like Extafie or Agitation in the whole 
Word of God ; the Prophets Efjah and 
Eli(ea {pake in the plaineft Manner, 
conversd with the common Freedom ; 
the Prophets I/aiah, Feremiah, Ezekiel 
and Daniel deliver’d their Prophecies 
with Gravity and Fervour of Reafon- 
ing, fuliof Argument, but full of‘Tem- 
per, and by Strength of Words expref- 
{ing what was to come to pafs, and 
their Vifions are ceicribed asVifions, the 
Event of which was left for Time to 
mike out—Ir is aliedy’d, that Balaam 
was inan Agiativn; it is true that the 


Spirit of God over-ruled Balaam’s De- 
fign, but he was no more in an Agita- 
tion, fuch as we now fpcak of, than 
his Afs was, when Ged open’d his Eyes, 
and fhut thofe of his Mafters ; nor is 
the Matter of Balaam’s Agitation any 
more than a Suppofition. 

Why then fhould the Spirit of God 
be fuppofed to ufe a different Method in 
the difpenfing the Prophetick Gift now, 
from his ufual Manner in all Ages? A- 
gain, it is true, thar tho? the Spirit of 
God has not, yet the Devil has on vari- 
ous Occafions made ule of this very Me- 
thed in urteting his Delufions, and put- 
ting forwards his Impoftures in the 
World, asin the Extafics of the Priefts of 
Baal cutting themfe!ves with Knives, ec. 
Kings 18, 28. and inthe Friefts of 
the Heathen in their Sacrifices, many of 
which among the Americans are tc be 
found ufing Diftortions and Extafies to 
this Day, in their Pawawings, Sacri- 
fizings tg the Devil, Conjurations, €e. 
and the Impoftures and Exorcifms in 
the Story of the Devil of Loudon, and 
the Devil of Mafcon, and feyeral others, 
the Accounts of which are extant among 
us and very familiar. | 

Now that the Devil may on all Oc- 
cafions have mimick’d the Spirit of God, 
it may be fuppos’d ; but that the Spirit 
of God fhould imitate the Devils Me- 


thod, in order to work or the Minds of 


the People, is blaiphemous to imagine, 

I do not fay that 4's is an Argument 
to prove, ther thefe Infpirations, «4 
they callthem, are notor cannot-be from 
the Spirit ef God ; but Ido think, may 
be allow’d to offer this as a reafonable 
Sufpicion, and there I leave it. 

Again. Nor fhail 1 argue from the 
Difappointment they have now receiv’d 
in the Cafe of railing a Man from the 
Dead, that therefore they are no true 
Frophets— Sir 2ichard Buckley having 

prepared 


erez 4 


red the: ‘World for ir, by tellin 

aay “ 'Thar'ic is not Effential ae 
§* true Prophet, that what he prophelies 
“ fhouldccme to pafs; but I crave their 
Leave to make fome fhort Obfervations 
upon this Parc of tie Matter. 

To Sir Richard Buckley's new Thefis, 
I fay; 1. Tho’ it may not be Effential 
to atrue Prophet, that all which he 
prophefies fhould come to pafs, yet it is 
a {curvy Token to judge afalfe Prophet 
by, when nothing he ever fays comes to 
pafs ; perhaps ic may be faid of this or 
that Prophet, that we do not read, that 
all he faid came to pafs; but it will be 
hard to name usa Prophet in the Scrip- 
ture, of whom it can be faid, that no- 
thing he faid ever came to pais; and I 
doubt this may too juftly be faid to be 
the Character of our Prophets, and that 
without entring into Particulars. 

2. The End of Prophecy is foretell. 
ing fomething which is tocome; the 
very Meaning of the Word, as well as 
the Meaning of the Office, is to predié, 
fignifying to {peak of fomething before 
it is ; he that fpeaks of whatis not, nor 
ever fhall be; {peaks nothing atall, and 
is not afalfe Prophet, nor a srue, for he 
is no Prophet at all—And therefore the 
Scripture calls a falfe Prophet. a Decei- 
yer, and ules thefame Word for them 
both ; and I crave Leave to query of 
the Learned, whether the Term: falfe 
Prophet be not an Error in the Tran- 


flators, and whether ic be a proper 
Term, or only a Paraphrafe on the 
Thing, really fignifying only a pretend- 
ed Prophet, or an Impoftor and Decei- 
ver ; fince not to prophefie true is not 
to prophefie at all, 

If this be juft, then Sir Richard iscon- 


futed of courfe, for that no Man can be 


a Prophet, but he which does prophe- 
fie what is true, and the Story of Ni- 
neveh will not hold againft this, for ’tis 
plain, Fonah’s Prophecy was a Preaching 
to Nineveh to awaken them with God’s 
Judgments which were to fall on them 
unlefs they repented, and the Confe- 
quence proved it; nor did the Repen- 
tance do any thing more than adjourn 
the Judgment, for that Nixeveh was af- 
terwards deftroy’d ; befides Fonah’s Pro- 
phecy was to be taken in the Sence of 
God’s ordinary Courfe, ‘in which God 


‘fays exprefly what 'Time, oz. Forty 


Days, Jon. 2, 4. 

I fhall in my next enter a {ittle’ upon 
the Subje& of raifing this Dead Man, in 
myDebare of which it may be neceffary 
to enquire, who he was, what they 
propofed in raifing him, and what the 
Effeé of this Difappointment may pro- 
bably be; and fo difmifs this melanchol- 
ly Subjeét, and commit the unhappy 
People to the Spirit of God to illumis 
nate their deluded Minds, and fave them 
from the Miftsand Clouds they now 
wander in. 


MiscELLANEA. 


N D now for a Battle in Flan- 
ders, faysthe News; and we are 
very fondof our Accounts from Flanders, 
in Expeétation they fhal! bring us an- 
other Ramellics ; and what fays this dull 
Fellow the Revicw to it, fay the Mer- 
eurial Suns of Ath.as, that are every 
Day for News aiid Wondereliks, as the 
Dutch call ic ? 


Why truly, Gentlemen, the Rrvi-w 
asks you firft a plain, homely, honeft 
Onettion, Have you given God Thauke 
for the laft Victory he fent you? And 
if you have not, he wonders at your 
FACE, i.e. in plain Eng ‘if’, how 
you can have the Impudence to expc& 
another ! 

And 
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_ And yet after all] am in Hopes, that 
when the French Sins. grow greater, and 
Ours lefs,. we may get another Victory; 
and fo youhave the Matter before you; 
why:do you not prepare for that ‘Time? 
“” But to leave bantering ; for to tell 
this Generation of their Crimes, much 
els of reforming thofe Crimes, mutt be 
meer Banter, at leaft if i be not fo 
meant, it will be fotaken; for they 
thai refolve never to mend, hate to be 
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i Bato come to the Affai in Flanders, 
andithe Difcourfe of a Battle—I do not 
fore.to prophet evil Tings, bur 1 


-¢annot help faying in fo-many Words, 


unlef@ you can baye.a Battle upon a 
moasifet Difadvantage,. you: fhall have. 
no Bartle in Flanders this Year. 
- As to the French drawing out under 
gue Noles, and. their: Encampment ae, 


Face of the Confederate Army's their 
-Boafts of reir, furperiqur' Numbers, and 


bei, Reflujn roofer yon, Bares 
hefe are. Things which ferve 4. great 


qaay Ends, to amuie,the World, en- 
quae Stes Nets eblige. the Confe- 


Wels - 


Field, and the like 3, -but af 1 fee any 
thing of the Anterelt af the French, and 
ofthe Face of their Aainy they will 
not offer or accept of a Battle in Flanders 


ie Year; my Meaning iss they will not, 


unlefs they are infatuate and delirious ;, 


they will not, if their Eyes are open to 

their own Danger and I[ntereft, as we 

generally find they axe 
‘ The Cafe is. plain, they ftake their 


All.on a Battle ; their. King,’ their. 
Coyorry | the very Name of. France is, 
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loft, if they fight another Battle and 


lofe it. it has been:a Prodigy of Dilli- 


gence.on their Side, and of fomething 
elfé on the Confederate Side, fuffer'd 
them to recover themfelves after the 
laft Blow ; but fhould they have fuch 
anosher, they would fink without more 
Weight, and fall in.peices like a Frame 
disjointed, that tumbles into a Heap by 
the meer Nature of the Thing. 

. The French therefore, I think I may 
wenture to fay, will not fight in Flanders, 
if by any Means poiiible to prevent it ; 
if we can furprize them into it, or foree 
them into it, or God.in his Providence 
fhould clofe their Eyes to their Inrereft 
and Safety; I muft expect fuch things; 
for Quem Deus vult perdere dementat,they 
may. be deliver'd up into our Hands, as 


_ the Hoft of the. Midianites into the 


Gatalognia ; but of that hereafter. 


_ What then. ntuft be done, fays a 
Malecontent now? Shall we ever fpend. 
our Wealth in War, and linger out — 
the-Time, to fee, whether We or the. 
French King will give ourfirft? This is 
only fpending our Money to make the 
Soldiers Sport. 
_ Icould give.a long. Anfwer to this, 
and fend you back to pay Homage to: 
the Memory of King Wiliam, and bid 
you make Satisfaftion. to his Memory, 


which has been. long and often abufed 


on that Head=————But a fhort An- 
fwer fhall fervé you ar prefent, 


GO ASK PRINCE EUGENE. 


